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Home and Away

Nicholas Nolan: always for others
March 19, 1934 — April 6, 2007
Gerald FitzGerald CSSp gave the funeral homily
Laughter in the halls once again

s I joined Nick’s relatives and
friends in the funeral home to share
memories and stories, what
Peter said as Jesus was transfigured in
his presence jumped into my head.
“It is good for us to be here.”
It is good to be here in his
parish church and in the presence of his mortal remains as
we gather to thank God for the
gift of Nicky and to pray for the
eternal rest of his soul.
I was leaving my house on
Good Friday to attend the noon
liturgy commemorating the
death of Jesus when the phone
rang. My longtime dear friend and
colleague Nick Nolan was, like
Christ, entering into his agonia, his
wrestle before death. In the Garden of
Gethsemane Jesus wrestled. In Philadelphia
Nick also wrestled. Their faith wrestled with
doubts, their hope wrestled with uncertainty, their
mortality wrestled with fear. And in the end for both it came
down to, “Not my will, but yours, Lord, be done.” And with this
brave and graced decision came peace, a peace that was so reflected
on Nick’s face as he lay in his coffin.

A high school in Toronto was torn
apart by internal strife. Open war was
taking place among the staff. Accusations were being hurled, false documents were being circulated, three
teachers had been fired. There
was no hope of reconciliation.
Then Nick Nolan was installed
as Principal. Nick had few organizational skills. It always
took a skilled Vice Principal to
keep operational affairs in
order in school and it took Bev
to keep a semblance of order in
his life. Nick left the mechanics
of operating the school to others.
He just wandered around, chatting
with students, drinking coffee in the
staffroom, telling jokes to the maintenance staff in the cafeteria, hanging around
the parking lot after school. The door of his office, not that he was there often, was always open.
The tension, hostility, cynicism, anger were gone within
weeks. Laughter was once again heard in the halls. The monthly
report for the school board was probably not in on time, but a sick
school had been healed, a divided community reunited.

A Good Friday death

Always for others

That evening, as I prepared to leave my house to participate in
the Stations of the Cross, the phone rang again. It was finished.
Jesus and Nick were both dead.
All Holy Saturday I shared with the church a great sense of loss.
I couldn’t find Jesus. I couldn’t find Nicky. That evening I stood in
the pitch black chapel of St. Augustine’s Seminary as the light of
Christ illuminated the darkness. My mood was lightening, but I
had not found what I came for. I heard the Exultet beautifully sung,
as Nick had sung it in the seminary fifty years ago. I listened to the
seven readings telling the history of God’s love for and forgiveness
of his people and how he is determined to save us. I felt consoled,
but there was something missing.
Then the liturgy exploded. The organ boomed out. The altar
bells rang joyfully as we sang Gloria in excelsis Deo. Then Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia. And in that delirious outburst I knew that both
Jesus and Nicky were back with us. I found Nicky in the joy.
In retrospect it is not surprising that Nicky was present in the
joy. His ministry on earth was to bring happiness and peace and joy
to everyone he met. People he touched felt far better about themselves than before they encountered him.

Nicky was never comfortable in the pre-Vatican II priesthood
and religious life. Emphasis then was on the keeping of rules.
Emphasis was on personal sanctification by prayer and penance.
Joy was not seen as a virtue. It was a sign of shallowness, a lack of
gravitas. Our Director was never seen to smile because he was a
holy man. Nicky’s decision to ask permission to leave clerical life
and the religious vocation was not taken lightly. He hated to leave a
state of life which he cherished so much, but which was stifling his
talents and vision. I shared a little in that agonia, that two-year
wrestling. But finally God gave him peace and together the decision
was made.
Nicky’s ministry was far more fruitful outside the clerical ranks
than within them. Nicky was always “for others”. He shared
Belloc’s philosophy, “Where’er the Catholic sun doth shine, there’s
music and laughter and good red wine.” And for this we give
thanks as we remember a good friend and a great Christian. We
pray that the Lord may have mercy on his soul.
Nicky’s joy was contagious. And today is no exception. I believe
I speak for all of you when I say, “It is good for us to be here.” ■
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Lay Spiritans gather
Fourteen Lay Spiritan Associates from USA West, USA
East and TransCanada Provinces, along with three
professed Spiritans, gathered at the Mount Carmel
Center in Niagara Falls, Ontario, on April 13-15 for the
14th annual North American Lay Spiritan meeting. We
regretted the unavoidable absence of Quebec.
The all-day Saturday session was devoted to exploring this year’s theme, Honouring the Integrity of God’s
Creation. The agenda also included a guided meditation, updates from each group and a report on a Lay Spiritan-led visit to Haiti. It concluded
with a visit to an Underground Railroad site later that afternoon and the business meeting
the next morning. Meals at the Centre and a memorable Italian repast at the home of one of
our member’s parents strengthened our bonds. Mass each morning provided a liturgical
focus to our reflection.
Jesuit Fr. Jim Profit led the Saturday reflection which explored the Christian roots of
ecological thought grounded in biblical sources and Catholic tradition. The goodness of
Creation is a central feature of the Genesis stories. “Dominion” of the earth — the unique
role of humans to care for the earth in the way that God cares for it — is not to be confused
with the domination of nature that has led to our current ecological crisis. As Pope John Paul
II put it, “Humanity has disappointed divine expectations … humiliating … that flowerbed
that is our dwelling.” He also reminds us that there are important moments in which with
the help of the natural environment we will have a strong experience of God, of Jesus and of
communion with each other.
Our afternoon session focused on Christian ecological action that needs to include simultaneously prayer, doing (through our own choices and lifestyles) and acting in the context of
community (e.g. education and activism).

Congratulations

Fr. James Dunne

2007 Libermann Medallion
The 2007 Libermann Medallion recipients
are Jim Hughes (Toronto) and Darlene
Fitzgerald (Edmonton).
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Fr. Gerald Tannam

Fr. Matthew Grogan

Golden Jubilee
of Priesthood
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